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Dr. Tao Ho passed away peacefully on March 29th, 2019 in Hong Kong, aged 82. He had been
debilitated since a stroke in April 2002.

Born in Shanghai in 1936 to Ping Yin Ho & Chin Hwa, Tao grew up with elder brother Chien and
younger sister Diana.

The family moved to Hong Kong in 1937. A brilliant student, Tao graduated from Pui Ching Middle
School and went on to receive a BA in Art History with a minor in Music and Theology at Williams
College in Massachusetts. Then, he studied for his MArch at Harvard’s Graduate School of
Design under the tutelage of Josep Lluis Sert, Sigfried Giedion, and Walter Gropius, the latter of
whom hired Tao upon graduation as his personal assistant at The Architects Collaborative.

In 1968, four years after Tao returned to Hong Kong, he founded TaoHo Design Architects. Early
projects include the Hong Kong International School and the Hong Kong Arts Centre, whose
designs heralded the arrival of the Bauhaus to Hong Kong. Within his broad portfolio of works are
the Hong Kong Pavilion at the 1986 World Expo in Vancouver, the renovation of Hong Kong’s
Governor House for Lord Chris Patten, the award-winning Wing Kwong Pentecostal Church, the
first panda pavilion at Ocean Park and the revitalization of the Western Market in Sheung Wan.
Tao also designed Hong Kong SAR’s Bauhinia emblem, its flag and the ceremonial pen used at
the handover signing ceremony in 1997.

A leader in heritage conservation and cultural development, Tao conceived of an arts district for
the city that is now the West Kowloon Cultural District. He enjoyed sharing his views on “TaoHo
on Music” (8&:m e S EE5Y) for RTHK in the 1980’s. In the 1990’s, he was one of the four regular

hosts of “Free As The Wind” (#E8z%75), discussing his views on cultural and social issues.

In talent, Tao was a Renaissance man, as his buildings, designs, sculptures, paintings and
recorded voice will attest. He inspired ideas, admiration, friendship, loyalty and affection. In
temperament, he was larger than life, of which he was a fan. As a mentor, he was treasured for
his generosity and erudition; as a friend, for his wisdom, his purity of spirit and his jokes, his songs
and his sparkling conversation. As a loving husband, father and grandfather, he will be sorely
missed. By all who knew him, he will be remembered as a man who lived with curiosity and
exuberance and who pursued a life of purpose with a great sense of fun.

Tao once described his life's work: "[It is] an on-going revelation of the potential of an artistic spirit
responding to a social and environmental consciousness. It is this consciousness, coupled with a
devoted interest in Eastern philosophy and a love for beauty in nature, that drives [me] to establish
a humanistic approach to architecture and promote the preservation of our natural environment
and the enrichment of cultural heritage." Living life as an adventure, he “climbed high and climbed
far,” realising the hope emblazoned on the Memorial Gates at his alma mater.

He is survived by Irene, his wife of forty-one years, daughter Noélle (son-in-law Wai-Shan), and

grandchildren Zhong Xing, Zhi Xing and Zheng Xing; and from his first marriage, his daughters

Suenn (son-in-law John), grandchildren Margot Tai-Yi and Claire Yuan; Shu, (son-in-law Matt),
and his son Dien (daughter-in-law Jane).

April 2nd, 2019

TaoHo Foundation
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